IN THE CLAIMS 



1 . (curreratly annended)A network management system comprising a 
plurality of network devices operating in a coordinated manner and a management 
server managing said [plurality of network devices, said management server 
comprising: 

means for denerating a plurality of pieces of setup 
information based on predefined meta-level information to be used for said plurality 
of network devices on whicn settings are to be made, said plurality of pieces of setup 
information being generated \o maintain consistency in operation of said plurality of 
network devices : and 

means for confirnrting consistency of said setup information set up in 
said plurality of network devices^, 
1^ wherein said meta-le^el information is information to be used as a 

source for generating setup information according to a predefined policy for 
i operating said network devices in a coWdinated manner . 

2. (currently amended)A network management system according to claim 
1, wherein said management server further\comprises: 

means for collecting setup infonpiation for each of said network 

devices: 

means for generating meta-level i\iformation to be checked based on 
said collected setup information: and 

means for checking said meta-level Information to be checked with said 



predefined meta-level inlbrmation. 

m e ans for r e ild e v i ng m e ta -le v el s e tup i nformation from e ach of sa i d 
p l ural i ty of pi e c e s of s e tup i nformation; and 

m e ans for r e tr ie ving sa i d p l ura li ty of p ie c e s of sotup 
i nformat i on s e t up i n sa i d p l ura li tyV)f n e twork d e vic e s. 

3. (previously amended) \ A network management system according 
to claim 1 , wherein each of said pluralit>^pf pieces of setup information includes 
tunneling setup information. 

4. (previously amended) A network management system according 
to claim 1 , wherein said network device is a firewall, and 

wherein each of said plurality of pieces of setup information includes 
setup information related to access control for sard firewall. 

5. (currently amended)A network manadement system according to claim 
1 , wherein each of said network d e v i c e devices is a server, and 

wherein each of said plurality of pieces ipf setup information includes an 
access privilege policy of said server. 



6. (currently amended)A network managementvpystem according to claim 
1 . wherein each of said network d e v i c e devices is a compute^ executing a network 
application periodically exchanging data, and 
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wherein each oftsaid plurality of pieces of setup information includes 
setup information related to sard network application. 



7. (currently amended)A network management system according to claim 
1 , wherein a firewall is disposed l^etween said management server and each of said 
network devicedeyices, 

wherein said management server includes means for distributing 
routing means for routing settings fnom setup information for said firewall, and 

wherein said distributee! routing means includes means for setting up 
said setup information in said networ\ device. 



8. (currently amended)A network management system according to claim 
7^ wherein said management server and said routing means includes means for 
performing mutual authentication and means for encrypting data. 



Claim 9 (canceled) 




\ 



10. (currently amended)A network management system having a plurality 
of/network devices operating in a coordinated manner and a management server 
managing said plurality of network devices, said\management server comprising: 

means for generating a plurality of pieces of setup information based 
on predefined meta-level information that is referred to for causing said plurality of 
network devices to operate in a coordinated manner; and 
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means for distributing said plurality of pieces of setup information to 
each of said network devices. 

wherein each oF said plurality of setup information is for each of said 
plurality of network devices operating in a coordinated manner respectively and has 
no inconsistencies with each qther as to operating of said network devices in a 
coordinated manner^ 

wherein said metd-level information is information to be used as a 
source for generating setup infomnation according to a predefined policy for 
operating said network devices in a coordinated manner . 

1 1 . (currently amended)^ network management system according to claim 
10, further comprising: 

means for collecting s^tup information for a n e twork d e v i c e each of said 
p l ural i ty of network devices; 

means for generating m^ta-level information to be checked based on 
said collected setup information; and 

means for checking said ri^eta-level information to be checked with said 
predefined meta-level information. 



12. (previously added) A network management system according to claim 
10, wherein each of said plurality of pieces ^f setup information includes tunneling 
setup information. 




13. (currently imended)A network management system according to claim 
10, wherein each of said! network d e vic e devices is a firewall, and 

wherein eadh of said plurality of pieces of setup information includes 
setup information related to access control for said firewall. 

14. (currently ameIrided)A network management system according to claim 
10. wherein each of said network deviGedevices is a server, and 

wherein each of said plurality of pieces of setup information includes an 
access privilege policy of said server 



15. (currently amended)Y\ network management system according to claim 
10, wherein each of said network d^ e v i c e devices is a computer executing a network 
application periodically exchanging data, and 

wherein each of said plurality of pieces of setup information includes setup 
information related to said network application. 



16. (currently amended)A network management system according to claim 
10, wherein a firewall is disposed between^aid management server and each of 
said network d e v i c e i devices, 

wherein said management serveV includes means for distributing 
routing means routing settings from setup information for said firewalli^ and 

wherein said distributed routing mesons includes means for setting up 
said setup information in said network device. 
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(previously added) A network management system according to claim 
wherein said management server and said routing means include means for 
performing mutual authentication and means for encrypting data. 
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